
The 
Startup 
Launchpad

The EPFL go-to point 
for innovators driven 
by the startup journey

Where to Play 2024
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EPFL Startups – 2022/2023 3

22
New startups
457,5
MCHF raised

4
Scale-up rounds
(+20MCHF)

28
Early stage rounds 
(1MCHF<5MCHF)

23
New startups
470
MCHF raised

6
Scale-up rounds
(+20MCHF)

16
Early stage rounds 
(1MCHF<5MCHF)

2023 2022



RESEARCH &
EDUCATION

MATUREINCUBATION SCALE-UP

Startup Launchpad

START-UP

1-2 years 2-8 years

PRE-SEED
$1M

SEED
$1M–$2M

SERIE A
$2M–$10M

SERIE B/C
$10M+

1-3 years
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Startup Launchpad Journey

Define a clear offering for one market 
opportunity you can dominate

Quantify the unique value your bring to 
your customer and translate it into profits

Design and build your 
product efficiently



The Startup Launchpad
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E X P L O R E

B O O S T

L A U N C H

https://startup.epfl.ch

The right
support
at the right
time

https://startup.epfl.ch/


Startup Launchpad Toolbox
Incubation

Blaze (10k)
Accelerate your 
business 
development and 
get ready to launch 

Ignition (30k)
Explore and 
validate market 
traction

Innogrant (100k)
Refine your USP, 
develop your 
MVP and get
ready for launch

Boosters
Design & 
prototyping
Accelerate your 
customer journey 
and refine your 
MVP

Venture 
internships
Build your team, 
bring in 
complementary 
skills

Crowdfunding
Raise funds and 
reach out to 
crowds

Community
Networking & 
visibility
Connect with the 
ecosystem and 
showcase startups

Community 
space
Facilities for 
startups and 
workplaces

Mentoring
Get guidance 
through selected 
mentors



7M

DESIGN & PROTOTYPE
Adoption 

by surgeons

INNOGRANT
Development 

of MVP

INTERNSHIP
Refinement 

of MVP

DE-RISKING
Advanced PoC validation 

with small animals

Startup Launchpad journey

30k

100k

10k

Artiria Using the power of "micromotion" to help surgeons better control 
navigation through cerebral arteries.

30k



“Forget about the excel sheet or the power 
point - if you don’t have the prototype, you 
won’t sell the idea. 

And if you get the prototype right… you may 
never even have to pitch.”

Guy Kawasaki, former Apple “evangelist”

«What makes sense for an 
engineer does not make sense for 

our users. Our prototype didn’t 
meet the users’ concerns»

Guillaume Petit Pierre, Founder of Artiria

Design & prototype



André Catana
Head of Startup Launchpad
andre.catana@epfl.ch

Isabel Casado
Incubation programs
Innogrants, Ignition

isabel.casado@epfl.chDaphna Glaubert
Boosters services
Design & Prototype

daphna.glaubert@epfl.ch
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Startup Launchpad team

Maurice Gaillard
Incubation programs
Blaze

Maurice.gaillard@epfl.ch

startup@epfl.ch

https://www.epfl.ch/innovation/startup/

mailto:startup@epfl.ch

